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Elephant

Put an elephant in the
room, how would we
chooseto putthe elephant
into the room

The form of architecure
influence how people
engage with space. Since
we can't fully fit into the
room, do we choose to
sacraficetheresidents'life
or continuing to maintain
the  designer's cold,
unyielding insistence...
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DOMESTIC CAPITAL TYPOLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS

Abstract

This project examines the states that exist between the virtual and
the real, as well as between introversion and extroversion, focusing
on spatial transitions experienced by text creators. Using Bras Basah
Complex as a base, it discusses the definitions of work and living
spaces. My design intervention emphasizes the facade created by
the building’s windows and corridors, aiming to disrupt the living and
working environments of text creators. By integrating residential units
with the podium roof, the design connects public and private areas
while activating surrounding living spaces through this in-between zone,
thereby promoting interaction among residents. This dynamic also
influences the creativity and productivity of text creators. The design
strategy addresses the blurred boundaries of work and life in the post-
pandemic era, challenges the binary oppositions presentin Singapore's
spatial strategies, and proposes new ways of existing in the transitional
space between work and life.

Keywords

Liminality, Intervention, In-between, Binary oppositions, Creativity.
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Facade of Taiwan's Street

C ASE STU DY Facade Thinking / Renovation / Work Life

This projectemphasizes the significance of preserving existing buildings
rather than opting for demolition. While tearing down structures might
seem like a quick fix, it is an irreversible action that erases valuable
materials, memories, and history. Instead, the project advocates for
the transformation and adaptive reuse of existing structures, which
proves to be a more economical, ecological, and creative approach.
In this instance, three modernist social housing buildings in Bordeaux
were renovated, showcasing the potential of revitalizing old structures
to serve contemporary needs while honoring their past.

Transformation
of 530 Dwellings

Lacaton & Vessel

Old Facade of Transformation of 530 Dwellings

Past

1. Each residential unit is divided into many
small rooms.

2. The living quality of each room is very poor
3. Each room only has a small window to
access the outdoors.
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Renovated Facade of Transformation of 530 Dwellings

Present

1. The newly added space connects various
small rooms

2. Reduce the number of walls and replace
them with curtains to increase freedom.

3. Improve life quality and create outdoor
connections
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P e P S e Plan of Transformation of 530 Dwelling, Redraw by Rui, Zheng
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Old Section of Transformation of 530 Dwelling, Redraw by Rui, Zheng

Firstly, the newly introduced spaces brought much-needed flexibility to the original areas.
This integration allowed for a reorganization that revitalized the existing spaces while
establishing clear, functional boundaries. The reconfiguration separated work zones
from living areas, transforming a previously chaotic environment into one that was more
structured and harmonious. This newfound flexibility enhanced the efficiency and comfort
of the overall space, accommodating evolving needs and fostering adaptability over time.
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New Section of Transformation of 530 Dwelling, Redraw by Rui, Zheng

Secondly, the introduction of these new spaces transformed the relationship between indoor and
outdoor environments. This interplay created transitional layers that users could actively navigate,
ranging from fully enclosed interiors to semi-open areas that seamlessly connect with the outdoors.
These gradations blurred the boundaries between interior and exterior, offering a dynamic and fluid
spatial experience.

| coined this transitional zone the "Gap Space” or "Space In-Between.” Acting as a buffer or bridge,
it enables a nuanced interaction between the built environment and its natural surroundings. Within
these in-between spaces, the most innovative and adaptable uses emerge, providing both flexibility
and a fresh way of experiencing the connection between indoor and outdoor realms.
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S|TE AN ALYS'S Bras Basah Complex /Book / Work Life

Bras Basah Complex is a mixed-use building located on Bain Street in
Bras Basah Bras Basah, Singapore, featuring both residential and commercial units.
Complex My project will focus specifically on the podium roof, corridors, and
facade of the complex. It aims to explore the in-between spaces within
) this environment, reimagining the dynamics between work and life,
Singapore HDB private and public spheres, as well as the relationship between writers
Podium Block and their audience.

Bras Basah

At BBC, many shop tenants lived above their stores, creating a balance between work and life. Today,
however, outdated facilities and shifting shopping habits have led to bookstore closures and new
challenges for tenants. These changes highlight the need to reimagine the integration of work and
living spaces in the area.
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PRESENT :
Residentail and
Commercial

Book and Cultural Bras Basah Complex

possesses the highest
commercial-residential
floor area ratio (53.7%)
| 2006:National Library completed amongst similar
[ development  typologies
I in the city. Allocating over
! 90% of the shop mix in the
! podium to book trade in
: the renewal programme,
2000 " 2020 it has since shifted to
o accomodate a  more
diverse range of arts and
cultural  related shops.
pore's annual Light to Night
Festival.

= e e

& Commercial 1980: Bras ’./

Complex completed

1959: Formation of the
State of Singapore

1819, Sir Stamford Raffles landed in Sin- |
gapore and established the colony |

|
ll820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960
|

Colonial Plan for a Multi-Functional Urban Space Serving Europeans and Locals the State of Singapore
| |
I |

1881: Completion of the Cathedral 1965: Singapore’s Independence
I of the Good Shepherd

Timeline

1935,Cathay cinema

As a HDB Development,
Bras Basah  Complex

e et

underwent upgrading
programs such as the
Home Improvement

Programme (HIP) in 2012
which aimed to resolve
maintenance issues of
ageing flats, and the Lift
—_— — Upgrading Programme
S iistorical Tandnark and redeve (LUP) in 2019, to provdie
oped into today:s The Cathay direct lift access for all
apartmentsin 232 and 233
BainStreet. Thecommercial
podium underwent HDB's
Revitalisation of Shops
(ROS) Scheme in two
batches; one in 2009 and a
major facelift, in 2013

Entertainment I
N 7w
& i' CaceoFugy

1823: Establishment of Raffles N
Institution (First formal edu- .
cational institution)

School

2008:School of the Arts,
Singapore, SOTA completed

N
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Early Stage
Writing Editing Structural Editing Content Editing
V4
Middle Stage
Technical Editing Typesetting Proofreading Publishing
2 2 2 2 ~
Late Stage
Printing Sales Marketing Publicity
I
WRITING =
SEEKING conrenr- EDITING PUBLISHING PUBLICITY
I DESIGN INSPIRATION  wemwe  EDITING | | PROOFREADING Fenmwe

Spacial Sequence of Publishing, Book Industry Research

WORK TYPE Book Industry / Flexibility / Engagement

ANALYS'S Book industry encompass a wide range of roles, including authors
(for online content and books), editors, magazine editors, bloggers,
publishers and sellers. While there are many types of creators, | want
to focus specifically on those in the physical book industry. A common
characteristic among the job types | mentioned is the freedom to
arrange their work and rest schedules. They often shift between
different modes of working, as they need to dedicate considerable
time to thinking, editing, and proofreading—personal tasks—while also
engaging in social activities and public speaking that require interaction
with others.

Book Industry

PRIVATE

Stage of Publishing, Book Industry Research

Living room

Parsonal Workspace

Personal

acor

Book signing

Team collaboration space

Coffee shop

Multi-purpose space 5
Collective

Study room

Personal Workspace

Team collaboration space

Workshop

Library

.-rm—..:o

Daily Space of A Writer, Book Industry Research

MARKETING 4

bNBTIC

Domestic Work
Book Industry

Howthe concept ofthe “In-
between" intervenesinthe
lives of these writers. They
constantly need to shift
their states, engaging in
personal creation at times
and venturing out to give
talks and draw inspiration
at others, moving back
and forth between two
extremes. Through the
lens of the “In-between,”
the boundaries between
work and life, private and
public, as well as between
writers and readers, can
be redefined.

18 DOMESTIC CAPITAL TYPOLOGICAL EXPERIMENTS
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Window Corrdor Podium Roof Quside the Shop

Stage of Publising, Space
research

The concept of the “In-
between” reflects how
writers navigate shifting
states—Dbalancing
personal creation with
public engagement,
moving between solitude
and interaction.  This
perspective redefines
boundaries between work
and life, private and public,
and writers and readers.

In Bras Basah, Gap spaces
illustrate this  dynamic,
blending contrasts like
indoor and outdoor, private
and public, and virtual and
real. These transitional
spaces shape experiences,
facilitating movement
between environments
and revealing opportunities
for innovative design.

Through  studying the
lifecycle of books, Imapped
activities along a public-to-
private spectrum. Writers
require four key spaces:
private creation zones, PRIVATE

areas for observation and CREATIVE spsce
inspiration,  collaborative
spaces, and venues for
public interaction.

PRIVATE

VIEWING I COLLABORATING
GAI N I NG inspiration | with other creators

| from related industries

INTERACTION

directly

with the public
|

Collective Studio | PubTishing

Personal space
Selling
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CASE STUDY

TRANSFORMATION OF 530 DWELLING

Il SITE ANALYSIS
14 BRAS BASAH COMPLEX

I
18

WORK TYPE ANALYSIS
TEXT CREATORS

Y INTERVENTION

24 WINDOW & CORRIDOR

"3 product, phycical book™

The ability of Generation Z to exchange information can be replaced by

3C products. so what do physical books represent for them?

"Tower, Centralized.”

Knowledge has been amassed into a towering structure, and people have
moved into this tower. deluding themselves with the illusion of a wor
ry-free Tife within. Meanwnile, those 1iving there aspire to create and
gather, hoping to foster a new culture.

-
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"Bookstore, dispersed, Web."

Originally, bookstores existed independently, but due to certain cir
cumstances, various types of bookstores all gathered in this location.

Knowledge is dispersed, yet it converges into a web.

"Book, meaning, space”

The significance of books differs for each generation, as they provide
varying levels of engagement for exchanging ideas. This meaning zlso
influences the transformation of spaces.

|

"Steel structure, incongruity®

A massive steel structure suddenly zppears in the middle of the corri
dor, but this sense of incongruity has become part of the everyday
here.

Steel structure inserted in the middle

“Bras Basah Complex, book. art®

Writers, poets, and publishers all gather here, turning BBC into a tow
ering center of knowledge.

sign

i‘f;‘:ﬂ;av

“"Open house, work, life"

Occasional open house events allow the public to participate in the
book production process, bringing writers and readers closer together.

Open house events

"Framework of Knowledge"

The framework of the building is filled with knowledge-re-
lated elements, once again becoming a gathering place for
knowledge as it moves forward into the future.

A gathering place for knowledge.

“Private, public, blend”

The corridor outside the residences has public bookshelves where people
can come and borrow books of their choice.

Corridor bookshelfs

“Coexist, new experience®

Book signings coexist with drying racks, creating a seemingly contra-
dictory yet harmonfous blend that offers a new experience.

Book signings on podium reof.

OR CHEFS
FAYORITES

"Belfef, book city”

The shared belief here is to restore the glory of BBC as a book city,
to pray for it. and to work diligently towards that goal.

Altar placed in the corner

"Kid, read class®

Local children gather at BBC to Tisten to people here read them chil
dren’s books.

Read class in BBC.

"Writer, freelancer, chaotic space”

What s real and what is fake, I try to control the whole world with
stories, but the reality is that I am only one part of this world.

Work, rest and play, all in the same space.

"Work, Life, Window"

Life and work are indistinguishable in space. and crowded spaces reduce
the quality of 1ife. After being separated from work, I am still in the
same space, and what 1 have to face is still the trivial chores in life.

Finding the pace of Tife in a crowded space

TS

"Framework, What’s the future.”

As times change and dreams fade, the tower is left as an empty shell,
with only a few still upholding the future of books.

The framework of the building, the decline of the industry.

"Joy of books, club®

Invite friends arourd you to rediscover the joy of books, apart from
electronic gadgets

Reading class, book club

“Window, overlap"®

Shadows of work and 1ife overlap on the window, hiding the chaotic re
ality behind the beautiful flowers and greenery.

The multiple layers of meaning overlapping on the window.

1l Il N I 1L I 1 i

"Exchanging, connecting, networks"

Besides selling books. the stores also serve as hubs for exchanging
opinions and ideas, connecting people and networks.

Bookshop. Basheer

"Signposts, exhibition"

Vacant spaces are used to host talks and exhibitions, attracting more
people to come here.

Signposts

MAHA YU YT
15 9B w1

“Banner, decorations, promotion®

Both the storefronts and the upcoming events can be seen through the
banners and decorations hanging around as you walk through.

Banners and decorations hanging around

1

“Paradox, repurpose*

An idle storefront is about to be repurposed: the seemingly lifeless
corridor is actually brimming with vitality.

Corridor amd clutter

“Production, promotion, factory®

Tools provided for writers' creation and promotion, like a small-scale
factory for words.

Podcast studio

“Inspiration, Reimagine, Everyday experience"

Inspiration comes from the little details of 1ife. Stories not only
stem from imagination but also from a reimagining of everyday experi
ences.

Playground equipment on the podium roof.

YRy EHRERR SR
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N T ) O T !

b

e

“ciry, building*

The noisy city was once referred to as a book city, with its heart lo
cated on a nondescript roadside.

Building beside the road

Storyboard of Bras Basah
Complex

Since text creators have
a wide variety of needs, |
used this storyboard to
tell a story connecting the
Bras Basah Complex with
content creators, showing
the relationship between
work and life through a
series of scenes.

These come together to
form my vision for the
future of Bras Basah.

22
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interaction and sales. The upper levels feature facade installations

8 TRANSFORMATION OF 530 DWELLING 14 BRAS BASAH COMPLEX 18 TEXT CREATORS 24 WINDOW & CORRIDOR
Design Strategy
T TTTTTTTTTe I
PRIVATE | — ) . . . Vo 1 11 1
@; CREATIVE e L To address circulation, | developed a spatial hierarchy that: ! L o
&[ s ]_ l balances the interplay between commercial and residential ' ! ¢
——————————————————————— TR e REEE L spaces. Public and private zones are distinctly separated across | | '
] I . . . . .
_ e different floors, with ground-level commercial areas reimagined for | | .
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Vo Vo
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J e | Sl | Sl | e : that create connections between residents and the public.
|
eI 1 A central atrium anchors the design, integrating the spaces both vertically
) _ 1] and horizontally. The building's facade reflects the essence of the
Gl cotecmesase | (R ——— 1 publishing industry, visually tying the design to its thematic inspiration.
[_ dL JL IL |
o | - I

COLLABORATING
with othar creators

from raltod industics L L b4
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R Publizhing ] 5 - I - ; Mgz eull
|

L..J INTERACTION
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R - . Sketch, Corridor and Window

L
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INTERVENTI 0 N Book Industry / Flexibility / Engagement

My design intervention focuses on two key elements: facade and
Facade circulation. This approach aligns with the spatial progression I've
Circulation analyzed within the Bras Basah Complex (BBC), moving from private
individual rooms to public commercial units, creating a journey from
intimacy to openness. | aim to incorporate this sequence into the
complex's spatial design.

g

O ]

Intervention, Interim Drawing
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The fagade design unfolds T T ; 7 -
in two stages. SR Cooaroooo Lo - e
In the first, | conceptualize ( ==y S ]# Fe===9
the facade as a Tetris- | § - ]';:::::' i

like arrangement, with | | :

each "block” resembling | [ T %1 | Sanas T :

a uniquely sized book. To eemseai S e Tt T et 1
achieve this, | analyzed | N . | n L N
the original unit layout r""H" T - T i H “
and developed a new ,‘:—F::i AR e E—
organizational logic, s H U S R (A
combining four distinct %
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Spaces Units Elements

T I
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Renovate Corridor Add New Circulation Rethink Circulation Core

Terrance Idle Space Reuse

Tetris Facade

| CASE STUDY Il SITE ANALYSIS Il WORK TYPE ANALYSIS \% INTERVENTION
TRANSFORMATION OF 530 DWELLING 14 BRAS BASAH COMPLEX 18 TEXT CREATORS 24 WINDOW & CORRIDOR
Original Residential Unit Personal Unit Studio Collective Studio/workshop Rental Office Unit

Facade Thinking, Previous Drawing

Corridor Intervention, Previous Drawing
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Section, Previous Drawing
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TRANSFORMATION OF 530 DWELLING

WORK TYPE ANALYSIS

BRAS BASAH COMPLEX TEXT CREATORS

WINDOW & CORRIDOR

-

New Structure

In the second stage, |
designed a new structure
consisting of three parts:
a scaffold-like framework
with walkways, an
adjustable facade, and a
modular "bookshelf” unit
in between. This setup
enables interior units to
serve as both residences
and interactive spaces
for writers to engage
with the public. When
closed, the facade signals
privacy, indicating the
writer is working. When
opened, a panel lowers to
connect with the walkway,
inviting visitors inside
like an open house. The
hanging modular units
can transform into tables,
chairs, or bookshelves,
adapting to the residents'’
desiredlevel of interaction.

28
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WY
24

INTERVENTION

WINDOW & CORRIDOR

Original Residential Unit
-Regular Residents

For regular residents,
the opening and closing
facade not only serves as
an extendable balcony but
also acts as a barrier against
external disturbances. The
units hung on the facade
can move in the direction of
the vertical plane. When the
facade is closed, they can be
used for the exterior corridor,
and when the facade is open,
they can retract to serve as
seating for the balcony.

o
K B¢ il

o

Personal Studio Unit

-Independent Writer
-Emerging Writer

The home serves as an
independent creative space,
with a small balcony extending
outward to draw inspiration
from the outside during the
creative process. At the same
time, this space can also be
used for everyday household
tasks

Y T

Collective Studio Unit

-Firm
-Studio

By opening up the inner units
of multiple writers, a collective
workspace is formed that
serves only the internal
units. This provides a larger
space and integrates various
resources.

Side Unit

-Small office
-Rental office

Repurposing  the  noisier
spaces located along
circulation paths, which are
less suitable for residential
use, into more affordable
rental offices with public
interaction. These offices,
like before, use outward-
extending platforms  to
connect indoor activities with
the outside environment.

1°_A
S
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Feels like something's
gonna happen.

28— | — | —— < L —
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Closed Facade =
Open and Closed
This design enables the — ol
interior units to serve as : ‘
both private residences ﬁ.%‘__ ’.L!.'II 24
and interactive spaces ' y = . :
for writers to engage with - ‘ \ T:ﬂ ;
the public. When closed, N » = ), Husion l i —
it signals that the unit is [ | L) ) £ e
private, suggesting the e —— .\gr ’”/!f”% == ‘ . = | ‘ . [ 7% /
writer is focused on work. W e \WIW\'J' - .
When opened, a panel T . | Q(“mw" 2 -
lowers to connect with the HM Nt
walkway, inviting visitors ——— L] i Slalaly ?
inside like an open house. e —— |

The hanging modular units
can transform into tables,
chairs, or bookshelves,
adapting to the residents’
preferred level of

interaction. Opend Facade
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Public & Private, Unit Plan Drawing
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Elvation & Podium Section
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| CASE STUDY Il SITE ANALYSIS I WORK TYPE ANALYSIS Y INTERVENTION
8 TRANSFORMATION OF 530 DWELLING 14 BRAS BASAH COMPLEX 18 TEXT CREATORS 24 WINDOW & CORRIDOR
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A Beacon of Literary - -
Excellence - . S
Rejuvenation / Integration / | T -
Literary Excellence 1l

Rejuvenate the Bras Basah
Complex as a hub of literary
excellence, leveraging
spatial transformations to
forge stronger connections
between the contemporary
book industry and the
public. By redesigning
and reorganizing in-
between spaces, it blurs
the boundaries between
living and working, fostering
integration and adaptability.
Additionally, the project
reinterprets the OId City
Podium Block's role and
relevance in today's evolving
urban and cultural context.
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